
Ipswich Public Schools 
Winthrop School 

65 Central Street Ipswich, MA 01938 
(978) 356-2976 

 
SCHOOL COUNCIL AGENDA 
Tuesday, November 12, 2019 

Meeting Room #6 | 6:30 pm  
 

Principal: Sheila McAdams (co-chair) 
 
Parent Representatives: Sara Allen, Stacey Keane Blagg, Mark Casella, Christopher Chapman, 
Christina Donehew, Amy Gibbons (co-chair), Jeffrey Poirier, Peter Zetlan 
 
Staff Representatives: Melissa D’Andrea, Gretchen Marinopolous, Katie Norris, Robbyn Wile, Kerry 
Zagarella 
 
1) Parent and Staff Feedback and Questions: 6:30-6:45 pm 

a) Discussed the need for a clearly stated smartphone policy—general uncertainty about whether 
this exists; need to either create one now, or else revisit/update it and socialize it 
i) Be sure to cover issues of consent—students cannot post pics of other students; neither can 

parents (reminder that waivers are required even for teachers) 
ii) Don’t use phone anywhere at school, including on the bus—extension of school property 
iii) Make sure phone is off during the school day 

b) Concern in the school community about phone prevalence at the Middle School and especially at 
the High School (including during class time): what can we do to help establish good habits now? 
i) Evaluate our digital citizenship curriculum—implement in younger grades, not just 5th (e.g., 

teaching how to evaluate commercials could occur as early as K) 
c) Entering flu season—it’s clear handwashing techniques/info shared in K isn’t being followed in 

later grades; what can we do to keep our students and staff healthy and avoid absenteeism? 
i) Consider having Jon Stafford do classroom refreshers 
ii) All grades have recess immediately before lunch (generally no handwashing in between)—

consider installing an automatic hand sanitizer dispenser by entry from playground into 
cafeteria (would also benefit EDP students) 

2) School Improvement Plan Review/Edit: 6:45-7:00 pm 
a) Discussed some highlights from Sheila’s presentation of Plan to School Committee on 11/7 
b) School Council members to review Plan and share feedback directly with Sheila; possible agenda 

topic to revisit at next meeting 
c) In relation to Goal 4, consider how to make a future Citizenship Weekend even more successful 

3) New Report Card draft—preview and rationale: 7:00-7:30 pm  
a) Presentation by Keith Archung, 5th Grade teacher, head of report card committee 
b) Many years since the report card was last updated: goals included simplifying and clarifying the 

language and key; making it more comprehensive (inclusion of Social Studies, Science, and 
Specialist sections); focusing on the most important standards with specific and relevant details 

c) Agreement that a student-facing rollout for students about what the new report card key means 
would be beneficial—possible “report card assembly” with follow-up classroom discussions 

d) Teachers may want to note that the “Characteristics of Successful Learners” section is the first 
one on the card for a reason: those are fundamental to success 

e) Consider devoting a “column” in the Weekly about the value of “Ms” and “Ps” in your report card 
(successful students should expect to receive mostly those in the first two trimesters, not “Is”) 

4) Updates/Other: 7:30-7:45 pm 
a) Consider if there might be other means of getting the word out that School Council wants to hear 

from the wider school community and that the community is welcome to attend any meeting! 
b) To discuss at a future meeting: How does/should the term innovation relate to learning in our 

school?  


